ach year the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses (AAOHN) surveys a large, random sample of the users of the independent study continuing education modules which appear monthl y in the AAORN Journal. Overwhelmingl y each year, journal readers inform us they want to remain current with regard to clinical topics. Many occupational and environmental health nurses are experts in a specific clinical area due to the setting in which they work. For example, the nurse who works in an environment where cumulative trauma problems are frequent becomes an expert in musculoskeletal assessment and treatment. Yet maintaining a broad base of clinical knowledge is often challenging .
In the case management role, current knowledge of clinical diagnosis and treatment options assists us in answerin g questions clients may have, as well as in coordinating care among various health care providers. As direct care providers, providing for expert management of clinical emergenci es require s frequent update s about the most current research and treatment options. In the role as benefit plan designers, clinical knowledge is crucial in designing plans that deliver quality services in a cost effective manner. Staying current is essential to optimal nursing practice.
This issue of the Journal provides readers with practical and current information on four topics of wide ranging clinical interest. "The As, Bs, Cs, Ds, and Es of Hepatitis" by APRIL 1998, VOL.46, NO.4 Rezents, Foster, and Goldstein presents the most recent findings about epidemiolog y, transmis sion , treatment, and prevention of these viruses that constitute a growing public health concern. Occupational and environmental health nurses need to be armed with data to effectively distingui sh these conditions. Implications exist not only for workers exposed to blood and other infectious fluids, but also for employees traveling to developing countries and workers exposed to chemicals associated with acute toxic hepatitis.
Occupational and environmental health nurses have long been teaching heart healthy behaviors as part of health promotion programming. Yet when these efforts are not enough, the nurse at the worksite is ideally positioned to assist in reducing the morbidity and mortality associated with myocardial infarction. The etiology, pathophysiology, and treatment of the leading cause of death in the United States are detailed in Zerwic and Prasun's "Acute Myocardial Infarcti on in the Workplace." By facilitating rapid assessment of symptoms and decision to transport, the occupational and environmental health nurse provides for timel y access to reperfusion modalities, and thus, optimum clinical outcomes.
Urgent care issues also arise in those settings where knowledge of safety hazard s and rapid clinical response to them is essential. Nurses in the workplace often are the first responders and, as such, are challenged to provide care in a responsi-ble and efficient manner. In "Rapid Response: Care of Burn Victims," Lim, Rehmar, and Elmore detail a comprehensive strategy for the immediate response to work related burns-a leading cause of occupational injuries in the United States.
Emphasis on women 's health issues has gained increasing popularity in the lay press, as well as increased funding for research and services. As health care systems have changed and sometimes restricted the care available, more and more individuals have engaged in self care endeavors which give one a sense of control over one's health care status. The morbidity associated with osteoporosis is costly and devastating to quality of life. However, proactive self care strategies and judicious use of pharmaceutical products on the market, it is preventable. Renfro and Brown provide an effective overview of osteoporosis risk assessment and prevention strategies in their article, "Understanding and Preventing Osteoporosis," as well as several tables that can be used effectively for client education .
Each one of these authors writes with expertise and provides the reader with information immediately useful in day to day practice. This special focus issue on clinical issues is in direct respon se to reque sts by journal readers and members of the Association. Your comments are welcome.
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